COMMUNICATION STUDIES

CENSORSHIP ISSUES

British Board of Film Classification (BBFC)
Classification Principles
Basic principles:

· Adults should be free to choose what they see, providing that it remains within the law and is not potentially harmful to society
· Works should be allowed to reach the widest audience that is appropriate for their theme and treatment
· The context in which something (eg sex or violence) is presented is central to the question of its acceptability
· The BBFC's Guidelines will be reviewed periodically in the light of changes in public taste, attitudes and concerns
Sex
The portrayal of human sexual activity is not permitted at 'U', 'Uc' or 'PG'. In '12' rated works it may be implied only. Progressively more graphic portrayal may be included at '15' and '18' depending on the emphasis given to responsible, loving and developing relationships.
Violence
Violence has been a feature of entertainment for children and adults since the first stories were told. It is an element in many serious representations of the human condition. We can, however, address the degree and nature of violence through our classification system. In making decisions, our concerns include

· portrayal of violence as a normal solution to problems
· heroes who inflict pain and injury
· callousness towards victims
· encouraging aggressive attitudes
· taking pleasure in pain or humiliation

· Works which glorify or glamorise violence will receive a more restrictive classification and may even be cut.
Sexual Violence - The BBFC has a strict policy on rape and sexual violence. Where the portrayal eroticises or endorses sexual assault, the Board is likely to require cuts at any classification level. This is more likely with video than film, because video scenes can be replayed repeatedly. Any association of sex with non-consensual restraint, pain or humiliation may be cut.
Imitable Techniques
The BBFC is also concerned about detailed portrayal of criminal and violent techniques and the glamorisation of weapons. The use of weapons which are easily accessible to young people will be restricted. Imitable combat techniques may be cut. Any action which would be likely to promote illegal or anti-social behaviour in real life is of particular concern. Imitable detail of criminal techniques may be unacceptable at any classification level. Potentially dangerous activity presented as safe and exciting is of particular concern in works aimed at children. The BBFC is most concerned about videos, where a technique can be watched again and again until the lesson is learned.
Horror
Horror films are subject to the same Guideline constraints as all other films. The BBFC recognises that audiences pay to see horror films because they like being frightened. The Board does not cut films simply because they alarm or shock. Instead, it classifies them to ensure that the young and vulnerable are protected.
Drugs
No work taken as a whole, even at '18', may promote or encourage the use of illegal drugs. Clear instructive detail is unacceptable at all levels up to '15'. Even at '18', such detail may only be acceptable if there are exceptional considerations of context. Glamorising detail is a 
Rejects
Films or videos which are unlawful or potentially harmful will, where possible, be cut. If this is not possible or not acceptable to the distributor, they may be refused classification altogether. 'Taboo' themes are acceptable, but not if their treatment is likely to encourage harm to viewers or, through their behaviour, to society. The following are of greatest concern: graphic rape or torture; sadistic violence or terrorisation; illegal or instructive drug use; material likely to incite racial violence; portrayals of children in a sexualised or violent context; sex accompanied by non-consensual pain, injury or humiliation; bestiality or necrophilia, or other material likely to be found obscene by the courts.
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'U' - UNIVERSAL Suitable for all
It is impossible to predict what might upset any particular child. But a 'U' film should be suitable for audiences aged four years and over. Works aimed at children should be set within a positive moral framework and should offer reassuring counterbalances to any violence, threat or horror.

Theme
Treatment of problematic themes must be sensitive and appropriate to a younger audience.

Language
Infrequent use only of very mild bad language

Nudity
Occasional natural nudity, with no sexual context.

Sex
Mild sexual behaviour (eg kissing) and references only (eg to 'making love').

Violence
Mild violence only. Occasional mild threat or menace only

Imitable Techniques
No emphasis on realistic weapons

Horror
Horror effects should be mild and brief and should take account of the presence of very young viewers. The outcome should be reassuring.

Drugs
No references to illegal drugs or drug use.

Uc
VIDEOS CLASSIFIED 'Uc' ARE PARTICULARLY SUITABLE FOR PRE-SCHOOL CHILDREN.
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'PG' General viewing, but some scenes may be unsuitable for some children
Unaccompanied children of any age may watch. A 'PG' film should not disturb a child aged around eight or older. However, parents are advised to consider whether the content may upset younger or more sensitive children.
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'12' Suitable only for 12 years and over
No-one younger than 12 may see a '12' film in a cinema or rent or buy a '12' rated video.
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'15' Suitable only for 15 years and over
No-one younger than 15 may see a '15' film in a cinema or rent or buy a '15' rated video.

Theme
No theme is prohibited, provided the treatment is appropriate to 15 year olds.

Language
There may be frequent use of strong language; the strongest terms (eg 'cunt') are only rarely acceptable. Continued aggressive use of strong language and sexual abuse is unacceptable.

Nudity
There are no constraints on nudity in a non-sexual or educational context.

Sex
Sexual activity and nudity may be portrayed but without strong detail. The depiction of casual sex should be handled responsibly. There may be occasional strong verbal references to sexual behaviour.

Violence
Violence may be strong but may not dwell on the infliction of pain, and of injuries. Scenes of sexual violence must be discreet and brief.

Imitable Techniques
Dangerous combat techniques such as ear claps, head-butts and blows to the neck are unlikely to be acceptable. There may be no emphasis on the use of easily accessible lethal weapons (in particular, knives).

Horror
Sustained or detailed infliction of pain or injury is unacceptable.

Drugs
Drug taking may be shown but clear instructive detail is unacceptable. The film as a whole must not promote or encourage drug use.
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'18' Suitable only for adults
No-one younger than 18 may see an '18' film in a cinema or rent or buy an '18' rated video. There are no constraints at this level on theme, language, nudity or horror. The Board may, however, cut or reject the following content:

any detailed portrayal of violent or dangerous acts which is likely to promote the activity. This includes also instructive detail of illegal drug use
the more explicit images of sexual activity - unless they can be exceptionally justified by context
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'R18' To be supplied only in licensed sex shops to adults of not less than 18 years
The 'R18' category is a special and legally restricted classification primarily for explicit videos of consenting sex between adults. Such videos may be supplied to adults only in licensed sex shops, of which there are currently about 90 in the UK. 'R18' videos may not be supplied by mail order.
These guidelines make no distinction between heterosexual and homosexual activity.
The Press Complaints Commission

What is the PCC?

The Press Complaints Commission is an independent body which deals with complaints from members of the public about the editorial content of newspapers and magazines. 

The PCC completed the investigation of 2,225 complaints in 2000 - of which six out of ten were about accuracy in reporting. About one in eight related to intrusion into privacy. The Commission had to adjudicate on only 57 complaints in 2000 - the lowest ever number. 

The Code of Practice:

  

1
Accuracy
i) Newspapers and periodicals should take care not to publish inaccurate, misleading or distorted material including pictures.

2
Opportunity to reply
 
A fair opportunity for reply to inaccuracies must be given to individuals or organisations when reasonably called for.

3
*Privacy
 
i) Everyone is entitled to respect for his or her private and family life, home, health and correspondence. A publication will be expected to justify intrusions into any individual's private life without consent

ii) The use of long lens photography to take pictures of people in private places without their consent is unacceptable.

4
*Harassment
 
i) Journalists and photographers must neither obtain nor seek to obtain information or pictures through intimidation, harassment or persistent pursuit

ii) They must not photograph individuals in private places (as defined by the note to clause 3) without their consent; must not persist in telephoning, questioning, pursuing or photographing individuals after having been asked to desist; must not remain on their property after having been asked to leave and must not follow them.

5
Intrusion into grief or shock
 
In cases involving personal grief or shock, enquiries should be carried out and approaches made with sympathy and discretion. Publication must be handled sensitively at such times but this should not be interpreted as restricting the right to report judicial proceedings.

6
*Children
 
i) Young people should be free to complete their time at school without unnecessary intrusion.

ii) Journalists must not interview or photograph a child under the age of 16 on subjects involving the welfare of the child or any other child in the absence of or without the consent of a parent or other adult who is responsible for the children.

11
*Misrepresentation
 
i) Journalists must not generally obtain or seek to obtain information or pictures through misrepresentation or subterfuge.

ii) Documents or photographs should be removed only with the consent of the owner.

iii) Subterfuge can be justified only in the public interest and only when material cannot be obtained by any other means.

14
Financial journalism
 
i) Even where the law does not prohibit it, journalists must not use for their own profit financial information they receive in advance of its general publication, nor should they pass such information to others.

The public interest

There may be exceptions to the clauses marked * where they can be demonstrated to be in the public interest.

1. The public interest includes:

i) Detecting or exposing crime or a serious misdemeanour.

ii) Protecting public health and safety.

iii) Preventing the public from being misled by some statement or action of an individual or organisation.

 

 

 



 

 
 

TWO EXAMPLES

Complainant name: J K Rowling

Complaint Date: 17/08/01

Clauses noted: 3 6 

Publication: OK Magazine          

Complaint:

JK Rowling complained through solicitors Burness, of Glasgow, that photographs of her daughter published in OK! Magazine on 17 August 2001 intruded into her daughter’s privacy in breach of Clause 3 (Privacy) and Clause 6 (Children) of the Code of Practice. 

The photographs were taken on a beach while the complainant, her partner and her eight year old daughter were on holiday and showed the party in their swimwear. The solicitors said that the Mauritian beach on which they were photographed was only accessible to residents of a particular hotel. They added that since becoming a successful writer and in the public eye, Miss Rowling had endeavoured to protect the identity and privacy of her daughter and there could be no justification for taking long-lens photographs of the complainant’s daughter when she was in a private place. 

The complaint was upheld.
Complainant name: Vanessa Feltz

Complaint Date: 15/07/01

Clauses noted: 1 3 

Publication: Sunday Mirror  The Mirror         

Complaint:

Vanessa Feltz complained to the Press Complaints Commission through solicitors TSS Law of London that an article headlined "Vanessa's love No.2" published in the Sunday Mirror on July 15 2001 , an article headlined "We lay on her bed, her hands crept over my chest... all Vanessa ever wanted from me was sex" published in the Sunday Mirror on August 26 2001 and an article headlined "I read what Vanessa got up to in her garden and I just thought... Ugh!" published in The Mirror on August 30 2001 were inaccurate in breach of Clause 1 (Accuracy) and intruded into her privacy in breach of Clause 3 (Privacy) of the Code of Practice. 

The first Sunday Mirror piece said that the complainant had a new boyfriend called Fitzroy Charles. The second carried his account of their relationship, including some intimate details, as well as a denial from the complainant that she had any physical relationship with him. The article in The Mirror followed these allegations and was based on an interview with fellow television presenter Trisha Goddard, who criticised the complainant and wondered why she was so interested in black men. 

The complaints were rejected.


Explore the issues …

Film

· Think of films you have seen where the classification seemed inappropriate.

· In an adult society, do we need film classification at all?

· Do the specific criteria of classification seem right?

· What kind of people should be on the BBFC?

· Which area should the BBFC enforce most strictly – sex, violence, imitable acts, drugs? Why?

Newspapers

· If Will Young hadn’t voluntarily declared this weekend that he was gay, should a newspaper have been allowed to publish the news? Why / why not?

· Think of 2 or 3 news stories that you think should NOT have appeared.

· What areas of tabloid journalism do you consider beyond the public interest?

· What are the weaknesses you can see in the PCC’s role?

· What are the arguments for and against more press control?
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